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Emergency Geographical Areas 
  

In 2022, an estimated 20,000 people in the regions of Katavi, Kigoma,  

Rukwa and Manyara were at risk of contracting cholera. With over 211  

confirmed cases and 6 deaths, Save the Children took action by providing  

emergency assistance to affected communities. Collaborating with the gov- 

ernment of Tanzania, Save the Children reached a total of 26,196 individu- 

als with prevention services, including medical and WASH services. Addi- 

tionally, when an outbreak of Leptospirosis was mistaken for Ebola in Lindi  

Region, Save the Children worked with the government to identify cases  

and provide necessary assistance to prevent and respond to the outbreak.  

A total of 6,196 individuals were supported through case surveillance and  

identification, WASH services, information sharing, and capacity building  

for government healthcare structures. Furthermore, the impact of climate  

change resulted in more than 53 primary schools in the districts of Handeni  

and Mkinga facing food insecurity. Partnering with World Vision, Save the  

Children provided lifesaving relief to children, families, teachers, and farm- 

ers in these districts between July and October 2022 by introducing school  

feeding programs in the primary schools, providing daily lunch meals to  

over 26,056 children.    
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Tanzania   

Emergency Food Security Response (Tanga Region)  
  

Mkinga and Handeni districts in Tanga region have been experiencing below normal 
rainfall and prolonged droughts, leading to crop and livestock failures. As a result, 20- 
30% of the population in these districts were experiencing high levels of acute food 
insecurity in 2022. To address this, Save the Children partnered with World Vision to 
introduce school feeding program benefiting 26,056 children (Boys 12,793, Girls 
13,263) in 53 schools. Working closely with the Ministry of Health Save the Children 
helped in reviewing and adapt the school health card manual to assess the nutrition 
status of children in schools and supported the Disaster Management Department at 
the Prime Minister’s Office to review and activate the National Drought Contingency 
Plan. The plan aimed at minimizing the impacts of drought by improving stakeholder 
coordination, preparedness, response, and recovery programs for future.   

To ensure the long term climate change resilient communities, Save the Children 
supported in strengthening capacity of 890 farmers to improve drought resilience 
behaviors and practices, and dissemination of national crop and livestock guidelines to 
farmers and extension officers. This was provided together with improved chicks, chick 
feeds, vaccines and treatments, and drought-tolerant crop variety seeds to the 
vulnerable families.   

These efforts have contributed in increased school attendance, improved child health 
and nutrition, and increased access to extension services. Additionally, there has been 
noticeable improvement in the control and management of livestock pests and 
application of climate-smart agriculture practices for crops and livestock. Overall, the 
Food Security Emergency Response was successful in addressing food insecurity in the 
affected districts, and the organization will continue to work with the government and 
other partners to ensure the sustainability of these efforts.   

Cholera Outbreak Emergency Response -Rukwa, Kigoma and Katavi Region  
  

The cholera outbreak in Rukwa, Katavi and Kigoma in 2022 had put approximately 
20,000 people in risk of contamination, threatening their daily lives. Save the Children in  collaboration with the regional 
government authorities  responded to the ongoing crisis through a range of interventions including epidemiological 
surveillance, infection prevention and control, case management, social mobilization, community engagement, and 
logistical support. These activities were successfully implemented in identified cholera hotspot areas across 7 wards and 
17 villages in Rukwa Region, 5 wards and 7 villages in Kigoma Region, and all 11 villages along the entire shoreline of 
Tanganyika district in Katavi.  

With funding from the humanitarian emergency response fund, Save the Children provided essential supplies including 
medical and non-medical items to key health facilities  to reinforce case management and reduce the case fatality rate to 
less than 1%. This included the procurement and distribution of items such as oral rehydration solution, Ringer's lactate, 
antibiotics, rapid cholera test kits, and water treatment supplies and complementary therapies, such as zinc.  Over  6,196 
individuals were reached with communication and community engagement campaigns, Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
(WASH) campaigns in these regions.  

Overall, Save the Children interventions contributed to a reduction in cholera cases and deaths in the affected areas. 
Learning from this response indicate that there is  a need for a long term programing which will address the root cause of 
the outbreak and ensure long-term solutions. This include working with local government authorities to prioritize and 
budget for the improved access to safe water and sanitation and behaviours change campaigns to influence community 
shifts in hygiene among others. Additionally, investing in long term programming in these regions will also mean working 
in addressing other contributing factors such as income poverty, children rights, climate change and gender.  
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Tanzania   

Leptospirosis Emergency Outbreak Response -Lindi Region  
   

On July 5, 2022, the  Ministry of Health (MoH) announced the re-emergence of leptospirosis after reporting 

20 confirmed symptomatic cases and 3 mortalities. Leptospirosis -a bacterial infection that is spread through 

contact with water or soil that has been contaminated with the urine of infected animals was first mistaken for 

Ebola soon after the initial cases were reported in the health centres Lindi. Through the Humanitarian Fund 

Save the Children worked with the regional government to provide the much needed assistance and 

information, reaching over 15, 000 people in the region.  From the beginning of the intervention,  it was 

recognized by both Save the Children and government the need for a long-term solution to prevent future 

outbreaks of Leptospirosis and other communicable diseases in high-risk communities.  

   

The outbreak was occurred in one of the poverty stricken rural area with no access to clean  Water, Sanitation 

and Hygiene (WASH) services which increased the risk for children.  In collaboration with the Regional Medical 

Officer's office, Save the Children supported the government in strengthening surveillance, contact tracing, 

and reporting systems for leptospirosis and other communicable diseases including Ebola and cholera. Also, 

the organization supported the construction of two boreholes in high-risk areas for the purpose of improving 

access to clean water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) and awareness raising in schools and communities on 

prevention.  

   

Being one of the poor region in the country, there is a need for a long-term programming to which addresses 

WASH, health and nutrition, children’s rights and intimate partner violence. While the emergency intervention 

helped in responding to the short-term need, the long-term programming will prevent the re-occurrence of 

preventable emergencies and build community preparedness and resilience in the long run.  
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Tanzania   

Burundian Refugees response in Kigoma Region 
The 2015 political and security unrest in Burundi left thousands of its citizens seeking refuge in neighboring 

countries; Tanzania being among them. Apart from the civil unrest, the population has been affected by 

multiple emergencies, the impact of which has been exacerbated by the political and security situation.  By 

Feb 2023, Kigoma region  was hosting 206,350 refugees living in camps where 126,218 are  Burundian, 

79,949 Congolese and 183 others.    

 

Following the refugees influx, Save the Children embarked in responding to the emergency, supporting 

refugees through Child protection and access to education in the camps. In addition, Save the Children   

interventions has contributed in improving children resiliency and wellbeing through Psychosocial Support 

and Mental Health and Psychosocial Support activities. Since 2015, a total of 56,002, women men and children 

have benefitted from Save the Children interventions; being  enrollment and registration of school age 

children attaining formal primary education, Accelerated Education and Early Childhood Care and 

Development (ECCD) and capacity building to community structures, teachers and animators. These 

interventions have helped in enhancing their knowledge in addressing children wellbeing concerns in the 

refugees camps, and participate in community awareness raising campaign on child protection and education 

as a long term solution to child abuse, neglect, violence and exploitation. 
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